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XOE THAI - GHI CHEP DIEN DA O
CHAU XI SHUANG BAN NA,
TINH VAN NAM, TRUNG QUOC

Bui Quang Thanh’

Tém tat: Cho dén nay, giéi nghién ctiu khoa hoc xa héi va nhan van cua Viét Nam ciing nhw Trung
Quéc vé co ban da théng nhét rdng: T tién cda nguwoi Thai da khai pha va dinh cw & khu vure thuong
ngudn sdéng Mékang va séng Héng, thudc phia tay nam tinh Van Nam, Trung Qudéc; va mét bé phan da di
cw xubng phia nam, dén céc nwéc Viét Nam, Lao va Thai Lan tor sau thé ky XI. Két quad nghién ctu khoa
hoc d6 ciing tring khép véi nhiing ghi chép trong cac ban cé st cdia ngwoi Thai va nhitng diéu duoc luu
truyén trong truyén thuyét dan gian qua nhiéu thé hé. Lan téa theo nhitng dong di cw hung hau d6, nghé
thuat xoe Thai nhi mét hat nhén van héa mang dam déu &n toc ngurdi ciing theo buéc chan khai pha, 1ap
nghiép cia nguoi Thai dé bam ré va nd ré trong déi séng sinh hoat clia céng déng sé tai, hoa nhap véi
vén héa ban dia dé tén tai mét cach bén vitng. Ciing cho dén nay, hang chuc cong trinh, ludn vén, luén an
va cAc tiéu luan khoa hoc & Viét Nam da va dang quan tdm khéo sét, nghién ciu nghé thuat xoe Théi nhw
mét di sén vén hoa téc nguoi déc dao, mang bén sac gia trj da dang ciia cong déng nguéi Thai & khu vuc
Tay Béc ciing nhw & nhiéu tinh thanh khac trén pham vi c& nuée. Trong khi d6, con qué thiéu nhing cong
trinh khoa hoc khdo sat, nghién ctwu, gisi thiéu cdi ngudn cda loai hinh van héa nghé thuat nay tr ving dat
khéi ngudn cda ngudi Thai, kha df tiép can duoc tién trinh lich sd hinh thanh va phat trién cda di sén vén
héa déc dao nay. Pé bé khuyét cho nhiing khodng tréng con thiéu hut d6, bai viét nay nhimg mudn buéc
d4u cung cép ngudn tw liéu méi qua qué trinh khdo séat sinh hoat xde Thai tai 5 bén lang nguwéi Thai, thuée
khu vurc phia thuong ngudn séng Mékdng va sdng Héng (phia nam tinh Van Nam, Trung Qudc) thang 12
ndm 2018, lam co s& thuc tién cho céi nhin déi sanh vé sw van déng va phat trién sang tao cia xoe Thai
qua nhiing khéng gian van héa khéc nhau; ttr d6 nhan dién duoc xu hwéng tiép bién van héa cta loai hinh
nghé thuat déc biét nay cling nhw qua trinh ban dja héa mang lai sy da dang va phong phu vé sinh hoat
vén hoéa cling nhuw gia tri vdn héa ban dja cta xde Thai & Viét Nam.
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Bui Quang Thanh: Xoe dance of the tai - fieldwork in Xi Shuang Ban Na prefecture,

Yunnan province, China)

Until now, the humanities and social science researchers in Viet Nam and China have basically agreed
that the ancestors of the Tai exploited and settled upstream of the Mekong River and the Red River, in
Southwestern Yunnan Province, China, and that a part migrated to the south, to Vietnam, Laos and
Thailand in the 11" century. The results of scientific research also coincide with the records in ancient
histories of the Tai people and those that have been handed down in folk legends for generations.
Spreading along these great migrant flows, the art of Xoe dance of the Tai, which was considered a
cultural nucleus deeply imbued with ethnic identity, also followed the footsteps of exploring and
establishing the Tai people to take root and flourish in the daily life of the local community and integrate
with the indigenous culture in order to survive sustainably. So far, several works, theses, dissertations and



Xoe dance of the Tai... 57

scientific essays in Viet Nam have focused on surveying and studying the art of Xde dance of the Tai as a
unique ethnic cultural heritage, bringing the diverse values of the Tai community in the northwestern region
as well as many other provinces and cities nationwide. Meanwhile, there is a lack of scientific survey,
research and introduction for the source of this art and culture from the original land of the Tai, which was
possibly accessible to the historical process of formation and development of this unique cultural heritage.
To fill in the gaps, this article wants to initially provide new resources found in December 2018 through the
survey of activities of Xoe dance of the Tai in five Tai villages upstream of the Mekong River and Red
River (Southern Yunnan Province, China) as a practical basis for a comparative view of the movement and
creative development of Xoe dance of the Tai across different cultural spaces. Since then, it has
recognized the acculturation trend of this special art form and the localization process, bringing the
diversity and richness of cultural activities as well as the indigenous cultural values of Xo6e dance of the Tai
in Vietnam.
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